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Updates on Hawai‘i’s two most active volcanoes,  
Kīlauea and Mauna Loa 

 
Kīlauea has erupted nearly continuously since 1983, when a vent, now called Pu‘u ‘Ō‘ō, opened 
on the volcano’s East Rift Zone.  In 2008, a second vent opened within Halema‘uma‘u Crater at  
the summit of Kīlauea.  Both eruptions are ongoing.  Mauna Loa erupted most recently in 1984 
and is expected to erupt again.  USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory volcanologist Mike Poland 
talks about the current status of Mauna Loa, updates us on Kīlauea’s summit eruption, and 
presents a brief overview of the East Rift Zone eruption’s first 30 years, followed by an in-depth 
account of the Pu‘u ‘Ō‘ō lava flow that has advanced toward Pāhoa over the past six months. 
 
USGS photos (left to right):  Kīlauea’s Halema‘uma‘u lava lake in February 2014, Pu‘u ‘Ō‘ō lava flow as it 
advanced toward Pāhoa in November 2014, and Mauna Loa fissure eruption in March 1984. 
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This Volcano Awareness Month talk will be held in Room 100 in  
the UHH University Classroom Building (shown in red). 


