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Kīlauea, which has erupted nearly non-stop since 1983, releases abundant volcanic gases that 
form vog (volcanic pollution).  This vog has affected Hawai‘i Island communities downwind of 
the volcano for years, with many residents reporting impacts to their health and well-being.  In 
January 2015, Dr. Claire Horwell, a researcher with Durham University, UK, worked with Hawaii 
health and government agencies, including the USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory (HVO), and 
various island communities to study how they perceive vog, how residents protect themselves 
from it, and how they would like to receive future advice about vog.  In this talk, HVO scientist 
Tamar Elias provides an update on current Kīlauea volcanic gas emissions and vog conditions on 
Hawai‘i Island.  Dr. Horwell then shares the results of her study and reviews how existing vog 
advice might be improved based on her findings.  USGS photos above:  With the lack of prevailing 
trade winds, the normally clear view of Kīlauea Volcano’s summit caldera (left) is obscured by vog (right).   
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