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Lyman Museum ~ 276 Haili St ~ Hilo, Hawai`i ~ (808) 935-5021 www.lymanmuseum.org ~ 

www.facebook.com/lymanmuseum The nationally accredited and Smithsonian-affiliated Lyman Museum showcases the 
natural and cultural history of Hawai`i to tell the story of its islands and its people. 

 

Lyman Museum presents 
 

The Lava Flow That Came to Hilo: 
Mauna Loa 1880--1881  

 

M onday, January 11, 2016  7:00-8:30 P.M . 
 
 

 
               Sketch by Joseph Nawahi and courtesy of National Park Service, Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park; HAVO 394  

Volcano House Visitor Records, 1873-1885; p. 356.  (More information available at National Park web site                                                                 
http://www.nps.gov/havo/learn/historyculture/collections.htm) 

   
In the past 160 years, five volcanic eruptions have sent lava flows to within ten miles of Hilo Bay.  

The flow from the 1880-1881 Mauna Loa eruption came the closest, posing an immediate threat to Hilo and 
its beautiful bay.  During the eruption, Princess Regent Lili`uokalani and Princess Ruth Ke`elikōlani came 
to Hawai`i Island and led the efforts to save Hilo town.  As residents offered both Christian prayers and 
appeals to Pele, preparations were also made to dig ditches, construct rock barriers, and blast dynamite in 
attempts to divert the advancing lava streams.  After more than nine worrisome months the flow stopped—
less than a mile from the bayfront.  Tonight Jim Kauahikaua and Ben Gaddis, USGS Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory scientist and volunteer photo archivist, respectively, tell the fascinating story of this Mauna Loa 
eruption using maps, art, and photographs of the lava flow that came to Hilo.    
 

Free to Lyman Museum members; $3 nonmembers. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for evening public programs.  

Limited seating; first come, first seated.  Additional parking next door at Hilo Union School.   
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Lyman Museum presents 
 

Phew!  Volcanic Gases, Vog, 
and How They Affect Us  

 

M onday, January 18, 2016  7:00-8:30 P.M . 
 
 

 
     Photo courtesy of Andrew J. Sutton. Volcanic gases boil out of the lava lake within Kīlauea’s 

            summit “Overlook Vent,” to form the visible vog plume being carried to the southwest and up the Kona 
            coast by trade winds in this 2008 USGS-HVO photograph.   
 
As magma rises from the Earth’s mantle to its surface, trapped volcanic gases expand, fueling the 

spectacular eruptions of Hawai`i’s celebrated volcanoes.  While Kīlauea’s current eruption continues to 
produce enough lava to fill a football stadium every week or so, it is also releasing huge amounts of 
volcanic gases, which are converted in the atmosphere to the vog (volcanic smog) that ultimately impacts 
our island environment.  This evening, join Jeff Sutton, USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory gas 
geochemist, for a whiff of what’s contained in volcanic gases and vog.  Learn about where vog goes and 
what we know about its effects on people, land, and our island infrastructrure.  A “volcanic gas tasting 
party” concludes our celebration of Volcano Awareness Month, with an opportunity to identify specific 
volcanic gases using your sense of smell!    

 
 

Free to Lyman Museum members; $3 nonmembers. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for evening public programs.  

Limited seating; first come, first seated.  Additional parking next door at Hilo Union School.   


