% USGS Guided Geology Hikes

science for a changing world

Hawaiian Volcano Observatory

Saturday, January 8 — 9:00 a.m.

Mauna Ulu Hike

Don Swanson, a geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey’s Hawaiian Volcano Observatory,
witnessed the first two years of Kilauea’s 1969-1974 east rift zone eruption. He will share his
experiences during the Mauna Ulu eruption and talk about the volcanic landscape created by it
during this 3-mile hike.

The hike is free and open to the public, but park entrance fees apply. Hikers should wear sturdy
shoes, bring drinking water and snacks, and be prepared for cool, rainy weather. No need to
sign up in advance—just meet Don at the Mauna Ulu parking area on the Chain of Craters Road
in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park at 9:00 a.m. sharp on Saturday. Hike will take about 3

hours.

Map showing location of Mauna Ulu parking area:
http://www.nps.gov/havo/planyourvisit/upload/entire park final.pdf

Saturday, January 22 - 10:00 a.m.

Devastation Trail Walk

In 1959, lava fountains up to 1,900 feet high erupted from Kilauea Iki Crater. Falling cinder and
spatter (blobs of molten lava) built a cone now called Pu‘u Pua‘i (Gushing Hill) on the rim of the
crater and buried nearby forests. Cinder and ash blown more than 2.5 miles to the southwest
by prevailing trade winds stripped leaves and branches from trees and blanketed downwind
areas, forming a surreal landscape.

Join HVO geologist Kelly Wooten and Park botanist Mark Wasser in this 1-mile round trip walk
to learn more about the 1959 eruption and the devastation it caused. As you walk along the
paved path, Kelly will point out tree molds preserved in welded spatter and other interesting
volcanic features and products. Mark will discuss the flora and its recovery over the past five
decades.

The walk is free and open to the public, but park entrance fees apply. Walkers should wear
sturdy shoes, bring drinking water, and be prepared for cool, rainy weather. No need to sign up
in advance—just meet Kelly and Mark at the Pu‘u Pua‘i Overlook parking area on Crater Rim
Drive in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park at 10:00 a.m. sharp on Saturday. Walk will take about
an hour.

Map showing location of Pu‘u Pua‘i Overlook parking area:
http://www.nps.gov/havo/planyourvisit/upload/caldera map final.pdf




